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That's the average 

percentage of 

Japanese thirty- 
somethings who have never had 
sexual relations with someone of 


the opposite sex. 11.9% of women 
from 30 to 34 years of age and 
12.7% of men in the same age 
range are virgins. In comparison, 
that’s only true for 0.9% of women 
and 1.4% of men of the same age in 
the United States. 


IN THE EYE OF ERIC RECHSTEINER 


Nakameguro river, Tokyo 


It’s a sight one never tires of. Every year, at the same time, the capital's cherry trees show off their 
fabulous flowers, which only last a very short time. But no matter, what's most important is to seize 
the opportunity to come and admire them. This festive moment is greeted with enthusiasm by the 
Japanese, but also by increasing numbers of foreigners who now know all about the meaning of hanami. 


rourcs Resignation of 
the Olympics’ Minister 


Champion of all kinds of political 


мовшт Sony wants to 
compete with Uber 
In partnership with five local 
companies, the Japanese electronics 
giant is launching its app, S.Ride, 
which aims to steal market share 
from Uber. Sony is entering the 
sector just a few months before the 
opening of the Tokyo Olympics, 
when the demand for taxis will 
greatly intensify. S.Ride will only 
operate in the capital where there 
are 10,000 taxis. 


gaffes, 5лкивлод Yoshitaka, the minister 
in charge of the Olympic Games 
portfolio, resigned on 9 April, after yet 
another inopportune remark. He said, 
in effect, that he considered it more 
important to support his party's 
candidate running for local election in 
Iwate, one of the prefectures severely 
affected by the 2011 tsunami, than to 


reconstruct the regiont 


Events in 
ihe 


Film 
25 May / London 
1Jun/ London. 


23Jun | London. 
https//princecharlescinema.com 


until 29 May / London. 
https;//whatson.bf.org.uk/Online. 


Art Music 


13-25 May / London 
http://london sway-gallery.com 


25 May -2 Jun / London, Huddersfield, 
Hull, Edinburgh, Nottingham, Manchester 
ww academymusicgroup.com 


until 9 Jun / London. 


www.eamesfineart.com. Бе ae 


http:/scarboroughanime.co.uk. 


until 5 Aug / Coniston, Cumbria. тыанан. 
www brantwood.org.uk jun / London 
= Ds htps;/electricballroom.co.uk/the-gazette/ 
Others. 
15 Jun / Derby 
ния hrtps;/downloadfestivaLco.uk/ 


www.worldrugbymuseum.com 


Disclaimer: Zoom Japan does not accept any responsibity for events registered in the calendar, or for any loss or damage resting from these events Events ted are not in any way run or endorsed by Zoom Japan: 
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_ Make inspiration a 


: ‘reality, with our exciting = 
_ range of ingredients. 
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“From sushi, miso soup, katsu curry and beyond, 
й 


find easy and/authentic Japanese recipes at: 
www.yutaka.london/Recipes ~ OS RENE 
+ К 
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certs 


RKESAB SANOI 


Barun (left), a student from the Republic of Mauritius, and Hasan (centre) and Budi (right), students from Indonesia, in the Okubo district in Tokyo. 
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Japan, open up with care 


The government wants го attract more 
foreign workers, but appears not to have 
chosen the best way to go about it. 


in 


topics that have agitated the Japanes 

recent months, along with the Carlos Ghosn 
affair and the start of the new Imperial era (see 
Zoom Japan no. 70, April 2019). Though the 
last two have been much written about, they 
haven't caused the same widespread reaction at 
all levels of society. Everyone seems to have а 
reason to either applaud or reject the government's 
desire to open wide the country s doors to foreign 
workers to counteract the very obvious lack of 


| mmigration has been one of the top thr 
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workers in all sectors from the construction in- 
s. If there's any doubt 
about the intensity of the debare, it's only necessary 


dustry to home-care services 


to takea look at the photos taken on 27 November 
last year, as the revised text on the law of entry 
into the country by the Law Commission of the 
Lower House was being adopted. Several members 
of Parliament were on the point of coming to 
blows to prevent its ratification, in particular 
calling into question the failure to hold in-depth 
discussions on the matter. 

This was, in effect, one of the major criticisms 
made of the government. With the arrival об 
large numbers of foreign workers raising fears 
among the population, many officials regretted 
that the authorities had used the economic 


crisis as the sole basis to justify their readiness 
to open the borders. This is why it remains a 
particularly sensitive subje 
alot of ink to flow. The financial press, such as 
the weekly magazine Toyo Ke 
in favour of the prospect of welcoming a work- 
force which the country needs so badly today. 


hich is till causing 


i, is somewhat 


Concerned about supporting the economy, 
Prime Minister ABE wants to meet the needs of 
companies at the expense of further reflection 
on the matter. Indeed, the weekly magazine 
Shukan Kinyobi highlighted this fact in the 
issue it devoted to the subject at the beginning 
of the year. While Toyo Keizai chose to feature 
lots of smiling people on its cover, all obviously 
happy to sce the Land of the Rising Sun open 


its frontiers to immigrants, the left-wing weekly 
showed a foreign worker in the construction 
industry looking tense and sweaty. It even went 
as far as to wonder whether this might not be a 
new form of modern slavery awaiting newcomers 
who benefit from the new visa regime, which 
came into force on 1 April. The 350,000 or so 
people that Japan expects to attract over the 
next five years are primarily responding to a 
pressing need for workers in areas that are less 
and less attractive to Japanese people. In addition, 
Japan's ageing population is also prompting au- 
thorities and employers to turn to younger 
workers from other countries, In the 1980s, in 
the midst of the financial bubble, many Japanese 
people had already turned their backs on so- 
called 3D jobs (difficult, disgusting and dan- 
gerous) leaving them to Asian workers or Latin 
Americans of Japanese origin. The crisis during 
the next two decades turned into a nightmare 
for many of them, some of whom were forced 
to either leave, or remain and live in poverty. 

The return to growth has put the labour market 
under pressure once again. However, the situation 
is significantly different now with increased 
levels of precarity (see Zoom Japan no. 70, April 
2019) among the population. This hasled many 
observers to fear a much more severe backlash 


against foreign workers if Japan were to enter a 
new period of crisis, They are worried about 
the lack of measures for the new arrivals to 
help them integrate into society better, and to 
avoid their becoming a work-force that’s likely 
to quit a the slightest economic upheaval. The 
risk could be even greater as it's evident that 
the majority of Japanese people are not ready 
to accept an influx of foreigners into the country. 
Even though the presence of foreign nationals 
is not a new phenomenon, history has shown 
that, even if it were only Koreans, the Japanese 


“Japan, land of immigration”, Shukan Kinyobi. 
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Growth in the number of foreigners Growth in the number of foreign workers and 
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react badly towards them in the event of diffi- 
culties. The rise of nationalism on both sides of 
the Tsushima Strait in recent years is not helping 
matters, and the same is true for the Chinese, 
of whom the general public have a very low 
opinion. Having been cut off from the rest of 
despite glob- 
alisation, can only result in a lingering impulse 
to withdraw or reject the unknown. 


the world for over two centuri 


This is the reason why the immigration policy 
the government wants to introduce should have 
been better explained and better prepared. 
Moreover, one of its main shortcomings із that 
it has not been presented as an immigration 
policy by the authorities. The Prime Minister 
refuses to use the expression as he knows how 


unpopular i 
that's exactly what itis in all but name. Ву de- 


BUEA Rk НІВ ORR 
~= 


is with his constituents. However, 


=m 


“Green light for immigration”, Toyo Keizai. 


ciding not to call a spade a spade, he continues 
to foster mistrust among some Japanese who 
fear their way of life will be altered with the 
arrival of large numbers of foreign workers. 
Discussions on this topic are raging on social 
media. At the end of last year, a video of two 
young “foreigners” fighting on a station platform 
sparked numerous negative reactions. In a 
country where the degree of security is perceived 
to be particularly high, these images were 
shocking and led to many adve 
on the risk of a rise in levels of insecurity. 

Many experts on issues surrounding migration 
believe that the authorities should be more 


e comments 


courageous in implementing an open-door 
policy while putting in place a genuine integration 
policy. But this doesn't appear to be an option, 
due to their lack of a long term vision. In fact, 
the government is proposing a 5-year scheme 
in the belief that the foreign workers will return 
home at the end of their stay in Japan. Bur the. 
possibility of reuniting families offered by the 
new regulations seems to indicate that a good 
number of these families will remain permanently 
in the Archipelago with, however, no arrange- 
ments having been made to help them settle 
into Japanese society. 
During the years of crisis in the 1990s, one saw 
how part of the community of Latin Americans 
of Japanese origin was abandoned to its own 
devices in the industrial suburbs around the 
major car production centres. What will happen 
хо newcomers if there's an economic turn-around? 
How will the Japanese react? There are so many 
questions the government needs to ask itself 
before it launches a strategy whose consequences 
it appears not to have assessed properly. 
ODAIRA NAMIHEI 
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Many Japanese have discovered a 


growing number of forcigners working 
in their local convenience stores... 


he face of Japanese convenience stores is 
| changing, literally. More and more often 
the cash registers are operated by foreign 
students who work part time in the ubiquitous 
konbini, as the stores are called in Japan. 
Zoom Japan discussed this new phenomenon 
with writer SERIZAWA Kensuke, the author of 
Konbini Gaikokujin (Convenience Store For- 
cigners), who spent one year researching and 
talking to these people. 


How did your book come about? 
SERIZAWA Kensuke: In a sense, this project 
began after the triple disaster took place in 
Fukushima in March 2011. At the time, I was 
living near Asakusa, which, as you know, is 
one of Tokyo's most popular tourist spots. 
Suddenly, all che foreigners disappeared, driven. 
away by fear of nuclear contamination. 

About onc year later, I began to notice a new 
type of foreigner: not tourists, but young people 
working in convenience stores. They kept 
growing in number, and I saw them everywhere 
around Tokyo. I wondered where they were 
from, and my curiosity slowly morphed into 
an idea for a book. 


1 guess you eventually found out from where 
they came. 

S. K At first they were mostly Chinese, and 
even now they make up the greater number. 
Then you have a lot of people from Vietnam 
and Nepal. All in all there are about 50,000 
foreigners working in convenience stores around 
Japan. In many shops, most or all of the em- 
ployces are not Japanese, sometimes including 
the store manager. 


On average how much does it pay? 
S. K.: In Tokyo, it's a little more than the 
minimum hourly wage, which is around 958 
yen (£6.70). Outside Tokyo, it's even less. 


These days, it seems that the Japanese avoid 
this kind of work like the plague. I heard of 
a shop owner who failed to hire a single 
person in а whole year. 

S. К.: Even my nephew, who is 20, says he 
doesn’t want to work in a konbini. For that 
kind of money, working in a restaurant or a 
karaoke is much less difficult. On the other 
hand, let's not forget thar the Japanese workforce 
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Konbini Gaikokujin, published by Shincho. 


is shrinking as a whole. There are fewer kids 
in their teens and 20s, which makes finding 
new employees even harder. 


For many Japanese students, working in a 
convenience store used to be a sort of rite of 
passage. Have you ever worked in a Konbini? 
S. K.: I tried. And I failed (laughs). I did che 
interview, but I was told I wasn't the right 
person for that kind of job. Considering what 
I'm doing now, they were probably right. 


Konbiniwork seems to be quite hard, doesn't it? 
S. К.: It's certainly hard and complicated. It 
goes well beyond just working the cash register. 
and putting products out on the shelves. You 
must be able to do many detailed tasks, from 
handling parcel delivery invoices and utili 
bills to accepting different kinds of payment: 
cash, credit cards, now even smartphone- 
based electronic payments. Plus the money 
is not good. 


So why do so many foreign students apply 
for this job? 

S. Ко I guess, for them, coming from poorer 
countries, the pay doesn't look so bad. Another 
appealing feature of this job is that they can 
interact with local customers, which gives them 
a chance to practise the Japanese they ve been 
learning, If they don't speak it well enough to. 


be employed in a konbini, they work on factory 
conveyor belts or the tedious job of onigiri or 
bento making. f, on the contrary, they are par- 
ticularly fluent, they may work in hotels. 


Do you mean most of them are students? 
S. K.: A lot of them are students, of course. 
Japanese law is not as strict as other countries 
(in the US, for instance, you can't work at all) 
and allows foreign students to work up to 28 
hours a week. Even this law is loosely enforced, 
so there are people who actually work longer 
hours, especially ifa store doesn’t have enough 
shop assistants. It's a win-win situation: the 
owner has all the slots covered, and the shop as- 
sistant can earn more. As a consequence, there 
are people who originally came to Japan to study, 
bur end up working more and studying less 


I'm sure that studying in Japan must be very 
expensive for people coming from Nepal or 
South-East Asia. Docs that mean these foreign 
students come from rich families? 

S. K Of course, some of them are wealthy, 
bur they seldom need to work in convenience 
stores. For most of the others, the only way to 
study ага Japanese language school is to borrow 
money because one academic year costs as much 
as 1 to 1.5 million yen (£7,000 to £10,500). It's 
a huge sum for those people. Their families are 
often forced to sell part of their land to send 
them abroad. In the end, they neglect their 
studies and end up working longer hours, The 
result is that the number of successful applicants 
for student visas from such countries as 
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Uzbekistan has 
sharply declined lately as the Japanese government 
is trying to clamp down on people who abuse 
the system allowing them to work. 


You said that the opportunity to improve 
their language skills is one of the reasons 
foreign workers are attracted to this job. 
What are the negatives? What problems do 
they experience? 

S. K.: First of all, they experience racism and 
discrimination, mostly from the customers. 
"Speak properly" or “I don't understand what 
you're saying” are among the things people say 
to them. At other times, they're criticised for 
being too slow or not understanding what the 
customer says. Then again, in recent years, 
customers in this country seem to have become 
quite selfish and bad-mannered in their dealings 
with shop assistants. This, of course, doesn't. 
excuse their racist attitude towards foreigners. 


Do you mean to say that the Japanese are racist? 
S. K.: Let's say that, even now, many Japanese 
people have few opportunities to interact with 
foreigners, nor seem to be eager to look for 
these opportunities. You can see how people 
are startled when a foreigner asks for information 
in the street, or they say, “sorry I don't speak 
English” even though the foreigner has spoken 
in Japanese. Too many people in Japan still 
think that a Japanese citizen must look a certain 
way to be considered truly Japanese. For ex- 
ample, you can’t be black and Japanese at the 
same time unless you're called Osaka Naomi, 


of course. 


Tunderstand that linguistic intolerance exists 
even towards other Japanese people. 

K.: Yes, you're right. Standard Japanese, or 
“NHK Japanese", is the only acceptable way 
of speaking. If you come from Tokyo and 


speak with a local accent, they make fun of 
a hillbilly. In this sense, 


having more foreigners working in shops may 


you and treat you lik 
be a good way to open up Japanese society 


The government doesn't seem to care what 
happens to overseas workers once they arrive 
in Japan. 

$. K.: Obviously, the government is largely re- 
sponsible for helping foreigners settle in Japan, 
but politicians and local authorities can't do 
everything. I believe the time has come for so- 
y at large to become more 
NPOs and other projects. We need to make 


nvolved through 


an effort to realise “beautiful harmony” (Reiwa) 
— to mention the English translation of the 


new era name. 


Have there been any significant changes since 
you published your book? 

S. K.: In the last few months, there have been 
two major developments: on the one hand, all 
the major konbini companies have decided to 
experiment with shorter opening hours. Ac- 
cording to last year’s survey, 61% of franchise 
operators say they don't have enough workers 
and have to work themselves, sometimes 16 to 
18 hours a day, in order to keep their business 
going. Some time ago, a shop owner in Osaka 
decided, of his own accord, to close his store 
at night because he couldn't afford to keep it 
open 24 hours a day. Connected to this change, 
we may see fewer foreigners working in con- 
venience stores due to shorter opening hours. 
‘There are other reasons, unrelated to the con- 
venience store business, that may discourage 
forcigners from coming to Japan in the future. 
The first one is the money required to enrol at 
a Japanese language school: as I said, it often 


Serizawa Kensuke addressed the issue of foreigners employed in convenience stores open 24 hours a day. 


proves to be too big a debt to deal with. As re- 
turning students spread the word about life in 
Japan, other people may conclude that studying 
in this country is not worth the effort. 

The last important reason — I'm talking about 
immigration in general, пог just studying in 
Japan or working in a konbini — is that people 
from other Asian countries are already being 
attracted by higher salaries and better working 
conditions in China and Korea. Particularly 
in Korea, the state is working hard to welcome 
immigrants. However, Korea isa small country 
and can only take so many people from abroad, 
so Japan may still be in with a chance. 


What has this project taught you? 
S. K.: Above all, I learned to be kinder towards 
people who work in konbini. Another thing is 
related to what I said carlier about expectations: 
when I was researching my book, I always ap- 
proached non-Japanese looking people to ask 
if I could interview them. Then I realised that 
not all these people who “looked different” 
were foreigners. In other words, I was judging 
them by their appearance. I don't consider 
myself a racist, but there are things we do all 
the time, unconsciously, that are actually a 
form of discrimination. I hope that future gen- 
erations will not make the same mistake. 
INTERVIEW BY GIANNI SIMONE 
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DEBATE A still badly-prepared country 


A keen observer of immigration issues, 
Mocuizuxi Hiroki challenges the 
authorities’ approach to the question. 


hat is the future of immigration 
in Japan? And is this country ready 
to welcome foreign workers? We 


asked writer and columnist MocHizUKI Hiroki 
who edits Nippon Fukuzatsu Kiko (Japan: Com- 
plicated Mechanism), a web magazine that fo- 
cuses on the foreign community in Japan. 


When and why did you launch Nippon 
Fukuzatsu Kiko? 

Моснілокі Hiroki: This magazine was actually 
created by the Japan Association for Refugees 
in order to spread information about its activities, 
Later, they decided to include all forcigners 
who live, study and work in Japan, and their 
interactions with the Japanese. This can take 
the shape of local NGOs and NPOs supporting 
the immigrants, or even Japanese who develop 
a closer relationship with foreigners. A typical 
example are romantic relationships between 
Filipino women and Japanese men. Leven trav- 
elled to the Philippines to meet JFCs (Japan- 
ilipino Children), the offspring of such 
relationships. 

Personally, my interest in this subject goes be- 
yond Japan. Even before immigration became 
a hotly debated issue here, I followed what was 
happening in Europe and America, including 
the rise of anti-immigration political parties. 


es 


Recently, even in Japan, there has been a sharp. 


M. H.: That's true, even though the first sharp. 
increase was in the 1990s. 


T heard that many immigrants live in Saitama 
Prefecture, where you were born. 

M. H.: Yes, for one thing, there are many 
Kurdish refugees in Saitama. Also, Kawaguchi 
City has a strong Chinese community. The 
Shibazono Danchi apartment complex in 
Kawaguchi City made the news because half 
of its tenants are elderly Japanese who have 
lived there for many years, while the other 
half are newly-arrived Chinese families and 
other foreign nationals under 30. Obviously, 
problems arise when people with different cus- 
toms and habits live together. The immigrants, 
for example, were criticized for being loud and 
not following rules regarding rubbish disposal. 
‘There were even cases of hate speech directed 
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Mocnzun Hiroki focuses on the daily lives of immi- 
grants in the webzine Nippon Fukuzatsu Kiko. 


at the foreigners, but eventually che two groups 
were able to communicate better with each 
other, and I hear that now things are much 
improved. 


Last year the government passed a new law 
aimed at increasing the number of foreign. 
workers - particularly unskilled workers — in 
Japan. What do you think about it? 

M. H.: To be precise, the government plans to. 
attract up to 350,000 foreign workers in the 
next five years. I know that this law has been 
both praised and criticised, but to me this is a 
rather spurious problem, considering the number 
of immigrants already living in Japan. Before 
the 1990s, for example, fewer than one million 
foreigners lived here, but at the end of last 
year, the number had risen to 2,700,000. In 
other words, the number of foreign nationals 
in Japan has tripled in the last 30 years, and 
most of the new arrivals аге economic migrants 
from Brazil, China and Vietnam. Then there 
are overseas students, many of whom have 
part-time jobs in convenience stores, factories 
or delivering newspapers. 


So why are some people so angry with the 
ABE cabinet over this decision? 

М. H.: Right-wingers have been especially 
vocal in condemning the establishment for its 
hypocrisy. The problem is that the government 


has approached this issue in contradictory ways. 
On the one hand, the official policy for many 
years was not to accept unskilled foreign work- 
ers. On the other hand, however, foreign stu- 
dents were allowed to have part-time jobs, 
and in 1993 the Technical Intern Training 
Programme (TITP) was established. The 
TITP's stated purpose is to provide training, 
technical skills and technology experience for 
workers from developing economies, But it 
quickly turned into a way for Japanese employers 
to get cheap labour. The programme, by the 
way, has come under scrutiny for alleged work- 
crs’ rights violations, and occupational health 
and safety issues. 

What I want people to understand is that, first 
of all, as I said, the increase in the foreign pop- 
ulation is not something that just happened 
out of the blue. Secondly, I'm worried that if 
the authorities don't manage this programme 
properly and keep repeating some of their past 
mistakes, Japanese society is bound to suffer. 


Speaking of past mistakes and faulty policies, 
education and language learning are very im- 
portant in helping foreigners improve their 
situation and become part of their host com- 
munity. However, I scem to remember that, 
even now, foreign residents are not bound by 
law to send their children to school. 

M. H.+ Yes, that's still true. According to the 
Constitution, only those with Japanese na- 
tionality (i.e. people of Japanese descent) are 
obliged to send their children to school. Even 
local authorities don't seem overly concerned 
about this problem. Before the start of a new 
school year, they send registered foreign families 
а notification, but if those kids don't show up 
they do nothing about it. Being saddled with 
such a huge educational handicap means that, 
in the future, these kids will end up doing 
manual jobs like their parents. 


Do you think that the government's plan to 
bring more people into Japan will be successful? 
I'm asking this because Japan doesn't seem 
to appeal much as a destination to skilled for- 
cign workers and specialists. 

M. H.: For the time being, I think that Japan 
can still appeal to people from economically 
weak places like Vietnam and Nepal, but in the 
long run it may be replaced by China, Taiwan 
and Korea. The fact is, Japan is not the only 
country that's trying to attract a foreign labour 
force. As the population in the West is getting 
older and the number of developing economies 


Моснгик Hiroki calls on the Japanese authorities to take the question of migration more seriously. 


in Asiais increasing, they all need more workers. 


In the midst of this race, Japan's credentials are 


far from good, what with its difficult language, 


which is only spoken here, its not particularly 
competitive salaries, and an intimidating work- 
place culture where extensive overtime and 
power harassment are still widespread 


It must be said that many people who already 
live in Japan - both Japanese and foreigners 
— don't really like the idea of opening up the 
country to more immigrants. 

M. H.: Again, the government is responsible 
for creating this atmosphere of anxiety and 
mistrust. They're not being clear about their 
policies, and try to appeal to all sides. In par- 
ticular, they keep saying that this new wave of 
foreign workers will only stay for three to five 
years and then go home, but statistics show 


that the immigrant population has steadily in- 
creased in the last 30 years, and a lot of people 
who had originally planned to stay for only a 


few years ended up settling for good. 


What do you think the authorities should do 
in order to avoid past mistakes? 

M. H.: They should follow the example of 
other countries and set up adequate infrastructure 
to accommodate the immigrants without leaving 
things to chance. As I mentioned earlier, language 
fluency plays an essential part in their integration. 
In Germany, for example, foreigners who speak 
little German must attend a language course of 
400 ко 600 hours. But Japan is doing nothing 
to address this issue. There are relatively fe: 
Japanese language schools around the country, 
and the teachers are poorly paid. 

The most important thing is that the government 
should stop thinking in terms of quick fixes for 
the problem. The current labour shortage must 
be addressed, of course, but what happens to these 
people at the end of their workday when they 
return home? How can they be integrated into 


their community? It's time for the authorities to 


stop fooling around and plan seriously for the 
long term 


No matter what happens, it seems that the 
foreign population in Japan is bound to grow. 
What do you feel about that? 

M. H. : [have two contrary feelings. On the one 
hand, I have a sort of love-hate relationship with 
my country. What I mean to say is that there are 
many good things about Japan, but at the same 
time I can't stand our hierarchical society and 
the way everybody is supposed to follow the rules 
unquestioningly. Before going freelance, I changed 


jobs a few times just because I couldn't see myself 
working in such an environment. In this sense, 
injecting new social and cultural ideas and values 
from abroad could have a positive effect. 
On the other hand, I believe that immigration 
should be strictly controlled and carefully man- 
aged if we want to avoid the same problems 
other countries have experienced. 

INTERVIEW BY J. D. 
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EXPERIENCE Hinomaru's gamble 


Benjamin Paris tor Zoom pan 


This Tokyo taxi company has begun to 
recruit foreign drivers with a certain 
degree of success. 


Hinomaru Kotsu Сог Setagaya depot. 

Drivers are bustling in and out of the office 
building, checking their cars, raking breathalyser 
tests and adding the last touches before they 
drive off to work. 
Hinomaru is a taxi company which operates 
in Tokyo and Kanagawa Prefecture, and Setagaya 
is one of four depots located in the Japanese 
capital. In spring 2017, Hinomaru made the 
news when it began actively recruiting foreign 
drivers. "Before that, we already had a few em- 
ployees from China," says OTSU Kazumi, the 
company's human resources manager, "but we 
decided to push for more because foreigners 
have а very positive attitude and are proving to 
be a great asset.” 
In July 2017, there were only five non-Japanese 
drivers, Currently their number has risen to 
37 from 22 different countries including 11 
from China. 
Hinomaru thinks they will come in handy 
chauffeuring the increasing number of overseas 
tourists, especially during next year's Olympic 
Games. In the meantime though, 98% of their 
clients are Japanese. 
This morning, four foreigners are ready to start 
working, Manjula Amarakoon is from Sri Lanka 
and has lived in Japan for the last 21 years. He 
doesn't have much time to talk because he still 
has to take the breathalyser test and inspect 


| t's 07.30, and people are milling around 


his vehicle. "I applied for this job because I 
thought it was easy work and I could do a lor 
of sightseeing while drive around Tokyo,” he 
says laughing, “Then I found out it was actually 
hard work. In the beginning it was difficult to 
find my way around, bur I got used to the job 
and now I'm finally enjoying myself” 
Canadian-born Alex Lipson moved to Tokyo 
last August from Shizuoka Prefecture, where 
he worked as an English teacher and translator. 
His first day on the job was on 30 November 
which makes him the veteran among the four, 
so he volunteers to explain what it takes to be- 
come a taxi driver in Japan. “Obviously, you 
need to have a valid drivers license, not necessarily 
issued in Japan,” he says. “Our paid training 
typically lasts three or four months. The first 
step is to pass the Tokyo Association of Driving 
Geography Examination, which allows you to 
work in the city. You have to memorise the 
names and locations of around 80 Tokyo roads, 
as well as intersections and major landmarks. 
"Then you must obtain a Type-2 driver's license, 
which you need to transport passengers. Last 
but not least, there's a test about legal require- 
ments and by-laws. I honestly learned more in 
a few months at Hinomaru than I did in four 
years of university in Canada.” 

Unlike Lipson, Frenchman Martial Millet has 
been working for only one month after com- 
pleting his training. “I was living in Yamagata 
and working in a factory, but then my wife de- 
cided to move back to Tokyo,” he says. “At 
first, I worked in a hotel, but it was quite hard 
for me. Then I saw that Hinomaru was hiring 


Hinomaru intends to recruit 100 foreign drivers between now and the 2020 Olympic Games. 
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forcigners and I applied for the job.” 
Tokyo's layout is complicated; it's not built 
onagrid system like Kyoto or Manhattan, and 
dealing with it is still difficult for Millet who 
finds it hard to remember all the backstreets 
and shortcuts, but he's quite happy with his 
new job. “Like around 80% of the drivers, I do 
kakujitsu kinmu, which means 1 work every 
other day," he says. “The rest either do Біти 
kinmu (working 11-hour day shifts, 22 times a 
month) or yakin (night shifts). 

“In theory, most people only work 11 days а 
month, but one working day for us lasts 19.21 
hours. We check in at 07.30 for roll call and 
must return here by 04.30 on the following day 
when we check the day's earnings and clean 
our car before going home, During the day you 
have to rest for at least three hours. Of course, 
it's a driving job, so we don't drive if we are 
tired or don't feel well, because that’s dangerous. 
“I like chis system because, in a sense, you are 
your own boss; you choose when to work and 
when you want to take a break.” 

The fourth taxi driver is American Francis 
Karl Gurdlinger who lived for many years in 
Ishikawa Prefecture before moving to Tokyo 
after he read Hinomaru's recruiting advertise- 
ment. “My Japanese was already pretty good 
when I joined Hinomaru because back in 
Ishikawa I used to interact with the locals every 
day and all my friends were Japanese,” Gurtlinger 
says." However, I had to learn many new work- 
related terms in order to pass the tests. Having 
а good knowledge of kanji and the written lan- 
guage is essential because all the tests are in 
Japanese, For the Type-2 driver's license test, 
for example, you have 50 minutes to answer 
95 questions, and need to score at least 90 
points. 

"Even when you are on the job, you need to 
learn how to use the car navigation system in 
Japanese, which at times can be tricky when 
you have to spell the place and building names.” 
All the drivers agree that though driving a taxi 
all day can be hard, they enjoy meeting new 
people and seeing new neighbourhoods. “You 
have a chance to meet people from all parts of 
society,” Lipson says, “and Г say 98-99% of 
the people I've encountered so far have been 
great. Lessons in driver etiquette and customer 
relations are part of the curriculum, but as 
long as you have good communication skills 
you can establish a good relationship with your 
customers." Lipson subscribes to ichi-go ichi-e, 
а popular Japanese idiom that describes how 
you should treasure each and every encounter. 


Gurtlinger says that some Japanese customers 
are glad to see a foreign taxi driver. "They see 
usasa sort of good luck charm,” he says. "They 
seem to be quite forgiving even when we make 
a mistake, perhaps because we are foreigners 
Once in a while we may have a problem — 
which is part of this job — but I regard even 
those as good learning experiences. 

"Drunken customers are the only real problem. 
For example, if someone who's been drinking 
falls asleep, you mustn't touch him, no matter 
what. You must go to the ni 
instead, and ask for help.” 
Probably the only thing about which the drivers 
have mixed feelings is the financial side of their 
job. Once the training period is over and they 


rest police station 


begin work, drivers are guaranteed a monthly 
salary of 300,000 yen (just over £2,100) for 
the 


first six months or 250,000 yen (just over 
£1,750) for the first year, but only if they fulfil 
certain requirements that include providing a 
guarantor. In any case, once the salaried period 
is over, they are paid on commission, receiving 
d 62% of their takings. 


antor," Gurtlinger says, 


betwei 


“I didn't have a gua 


"so I was paid on commission from the start. 
Beginners earn about 180-190,000 yen (£1,260 
- £1,330) per month. On average, more expe- 
rienced drivers take about 50,000 yen (£350) 
a day and they take home around 230,000 
(€1,610) a month. 

"It's a pretty hard job for that money. It's not 
worth it, to be honest. I think they should pay 
us more - something around 350,000 yen 
(62,450) – for the kind of hours we work. To 
be frank, I came here thinking I would earn 


more, 1 was very upset because when I did the 


first interview I heard I would earn a guaranteed 
250-300,000 yen (£ 0 - £2,100). So I feel 


like I was conned into coming here." 


Hinomaru's OTSU says that, so far, фе company 


has been very impressed by the foreign drivers 


performance, and hopes to have a 100 foreign 
drivers before the start of the Olympic Games. 
"The very fact they live in Japan means they 
like che country," he says. "This makes them 
the ideal people to present what's good about 
Japanese culture. 
Ie just remains to be seen how long the company 


will be able to keep them for. Some of them, 
for instance, sce their job at Hinomaru as 
training for what they really want to do. 

love Ishikawa and I want to go back there 
someday,” Gurtlinger says. "It's not easy to 


travel around the Noto Peninsula, which is 


where I used to live. It's a very rural area, and 
bus the service ends at 20.30 or 21.00. So 1 
plan to go back, open a minshuku (country 
inn) and start a sightseeing taxi business.” 


J.D. 


P 


E 


Alex Lipson, Martial Millet, Manjula Amarakoon and Francis Karl Gurtlinger are among the 37 foreign 


taxi drivers already employed by Hinomaru. 


~ 


== ых 
Before starting the day's work, the drivers take a breathalyser test. 
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ENCOUNTER Sounds from the north 


A major figure in the Japanese electro 
music scene, TAKAHASHI Kuniyuki 
discusses his musical background. 


Jand sound engineer TAKAHASHI Ku- 
р works under many different 

aliases (Kuni, Koss, etc.) and for several 
years has been one of the most exciting music 
creators from Japan. His particular brand of 
deep house music, which often blends jazz, 
African and soul sounds and incorporates plenty 
of improvisation and organic instrumentation, 
has proved very popular both in Japan and 
abroad. Zoom Japan talked to Kuniyuki - as 
the artist is simply known by his fans — before 
he flew to the UK to take part in the Alfresco 
Festival. 


You were born and raised in Sapporo, in 
northern Japan, and even now, though you 
have become a globetrotting musician and 
DJ, Sapporo remains your home base. 
TAKAHASHI Kuniyuki: For me, the environment 
where I create and think about music is very 
important, and Sapporo - or I should say 
Hokkaido — remains the perfect environment 
to pursue my musical interests. 


Speaking of Sapporo, I know that you have a 
strong connection with a local club called 
Precious Hall, which is also the name of one 
of your earliest releases. Why is this place so 
important to you? 

T. Ка Club culture was very strong when І 
begin making music. Sapporo isn't as big as 
Tokyo or Osaka and everything, all the infor- 
mation, is often concentrated in one place. For 
me, Precious Hall was the go-to place to learn 
what was going on in the city. Then, a pivotal 
moment for me wasa party event called “Africa”, 
which took place at Precious Hall in 1996 or 
"97. At the time, my musical interests were 
moving towards folk and world music, and I 
started playing percussion and synthesizer in 
live events at the club. 


How did you become interested in music? 

T. K.: When I was about 11 or 12, I used to 
play the drums and listen to all kinds of music 
from Japanese pop to rock music. Of course, 
being the 1980s, Loved such New Wave bands 


ь USEFUL INFORMATION 


Такдилан Kuniyuki will be performing on 23 May 
at the Alfresco Festival, Hop Farm, Paddock 
Wood, Tonbridge. 
http://alfrescofestival.co.uk/ 
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Released in 2011, Feather Word was very influenced 
by the disaster that struck Japan in that year. 


as The Cure, Joy Division and Echo & the 
Bunnymen. I guess I was lucky to grow up in 
those years as I was exposed to different kinds 
of music. My older brother was also а big influ- 
ence. We used to play together and listen to 
punk music and electronic body music. 


You bought your first synthesizer when you 
were 14. How did you get interested in elec- 
tronic music? 

T. K.: Though I listened to any kind of music, 
1 especially liked the sound of synthesizers. 
They both looked strange and unique, and 
made unpredictable sounds. A guitar only sounds 
like a guitar, but with a synthesizer you can 
conjure up all kinds of melodies, noises and 
sound effects. 


Who inspired you the most? 
T. K.: Yellow Magic Orchestra was huge at the 
time. Everybody loved it. Табо liked Brian Eno, 
Vangelis and Jean-Michel Jarre, and New Wave 
bands such as Human League and Depeche 
Mode. In Japan, music rental shops have always 
been popular, and because my friends and I 
were always penniless, we would rent vinyl al- 
bums, record them on cassette tape, and share 
them with each other. 


‘The amazing thing is that, even now, Japan is 
probably the only major music market where 
people still buy CDs. 

T. K.: Japanese music fans still love the object 
itself, be it a vinyl record or a CD. Their 
interest goes beyond the music and includes 
the album cover, etc. I guess that's why, com- 
pared to other countries, the v 
market is still so strong. 


You mentioned Yellow Magic Orchestra. 1 
know that in 1998, you performed at the. 
Rainbow 2000 outdoor festival as a member 
of Hosono Haruomi's group. 

T. K.: It was a wonderful experience. Besides 
being a skilled musician, HOSONO has very in- 
teresting musical ideas and a deeply spiritual 
approach to culture. His activities extend well 
beyond simple musical expression. This particular 
band that I was lucky enough to join mixed 
contemporary music with ancient Shinto music 
called kagura, so I had а chance to play a range 
of instruments including Japanese bamboo flute. 


One thing I like in your music is that, though 
you mainly play electronic music, you like to 
add touches of analogue music. 

Т.К. Of course, you can do whatever you like 
with synthesizers. If wanted, I could just create 
Bute and percussion sounds electronically. But 
1 like real, concrete sounds, and nothing beats 
sounds thar are created through human emotion. 
Synthetic music always sounds the same, but if 
you actually play an instrument, it sounds dif- 
ferent every time depending on what you're 
feeling at that particular moment. 


When you make a new album, how much is 
planned and how much is left to improvisation? 
T. Ks Each project is different, of course. Some- 
times I start with a definite idea or theme for 
my album. Other times, а new idea is born 
while I improvise on my instruments. I play 
music every day, but there are times when it 
takes three or four days to find the right sound. 
My music doesn’t fall into any specific category, 
and I have many sources of inspiration. So de- 
pending on a number of factors, I could either 
complete a project in one month or it could 
take a whole year. It also depends on whether I 
do everything myself or whether I work with 
other artists. I love the new unexpected ideas 
that come out of such collaborations. 


Feather World is fairly representative of this 
approach to music-making as each song is a 
collaboration with a different artist. 

T. K.: This album was released in 2011, the 
year of the triple disaster in Fukushima. The 
earthquake actually struck while I was working 
on this project, and I was obviously affected by 
the tragedy. For example, I asked Anne Clarke, 
who sang on Between Shadow and Lights, to 
write lyrics that showed how people carry on 
living and become strong even when faced with 
problems and tragedy. The last track of the 
album, Forest Song, is a lullaby. For many 
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people, 2011 was a terrible year, so I wanted 
listeners to just close their eyes and relax. It was 
also a sort of prayer for nature to revert back to 
its quiet, peaceful self 

Actually, this is probably the first time that I've 
revealed the deep themes running through this 
project. Гуе never talked about it before. Because 
it's rather heavy stuff, I didn't want to impose 
my point of view on other people. When I 
write my songs, I have my own ideas and moti- 
vations, but everybody is free to enjoy and in- 


terpret my music in any way they feel. 


You've been making music for a long time 
now. How has your approach to music-making 
changed over the years? 

T. K.: Obviously, music is very important to 
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Through his music, Takanaswi Kuniyuki tries to express his feelings simply and honestly. 


me, and my aim has always been to express my 
feelings in a frank and honest way. When I was 
in my teens and listening to punk rock, music's 
energy was everything. Then you get older and 
other elements come into play. You're more 
experienced and skilled, bur, in the end, I'm al- 
ways searching for music that speaks to my 
heart. So in a sense, my way of thinking about 
music hasn't changed all «Ваг much. In the 
future, I'd like to write very simple songs. When 
I went to South Africa in December 2017, 1 
visited a cave whose walls were covered in 
ancient rock art painted by bushmen. That was 
incredibly inspiring. When I gor outside, sur- 
rounded by vast plains and the mountains in 
the background, I experienced a kind of simple, 
primordial sound. That's the kind of music I'm 


trying to make now: simple but with heart. 


The environment seems to play an important. 
role in the way you make music. I guess that's 
onc of the reasons you've lived in Hokkaido 
all your life? 

T. K.: Yes, I think so. For example, I like to 
listen to music while driving. Though I live in 
Sapporo, which is a big city, the countryside is 


only а 30-minute drive away. I just love to be 
immersed in nature. In Sapporo itself, we expe- 
rience time in a different way. I love other places 
too, like New York, where you can feel history 
as a living and breathing thing. And Tokyo's 
energy, of course. But in the end, when it comes 
to my musical experience, no place is better 
than Sapporo. INTERVIEW BY GIANNI SIMONE 


n 


Regal З 


12-14 JULY 2019, OLYMPIA LONDON 


CELEBRATING HYPER JAPAN ( [1)) YEARS 


EATING & DRINKING 


TREND Kyoto is all about bread 


Forever open to new ideas, the former 
Imperial capital has naturally adopted 
bread more readily than elsewhere. 


guardian of all that’s traditional, you'll be 
astonished to learn that it competes with 
Kobe for the title of the city that consumes the 
most bread, with every household eating 62,545 
grams per y 
45,087 grams. Its also consumes the largest 
amount of butter and milk (which is linked). 
Within the city, there are 283 bakeries. From 


| f your image of Kyoto is of a committed 


car whereas the national average is 


the moment you get off the train, you're aware 
ofthe presence of bakeries and bread everywhere, 
whether produced commercially on a large scale 
or crafted by artisan bakers. It’s found at every 
station entrance, in shopping districts or resi- 
dential areas. 
charm is that it remains completely traditional 
yet demonstrates such great curiosity. In the mod- 


Part of this city's mystery and. 


ern era, Kyoto was the first city to build a 
tramway (1895), and a hydroelectric power plant 
(1890). It saw the first successful flight of a 
manned hydrogen balloon (1877), and the open- 


ing of the first brewery (1895)... and even today 
restaurants with food from around the world 
rival those offering traditional Japane: 
So, what about bread? When you consider how 


cuisine. 


it's made — the result of artisanal know-how 
reflecting the personality of each individual baker 
— you can easily understand how its production 
might be important for Kyotoites. The presence 
foreigners, both tourists and residents, 
doubtedly had a grea 
er fail to praise the q 
the bread in the former Imperial capital city. 
There's even a bakers’ street (Imadegawa dori) 
where you'll find а bakery nearly every hundred 


influence. Even 


lity of 


metres. Each one has its own particular speciality: 
real country-style bread, freshly-made sand- 


Not far from Karasuma station, Maeda Coffee is one of those places where bread and coffee unite. 


wiches, little sugared rolls to appeal to children, 
sourdough bread, bagels, old-fashioned milk 
bread, brea 


Kyoto is also renowned for its coffee, and figures 


using Japanese ingredient: 


show that it's also the city that consumes the 
greatest amount! This is thanks, in part, to the 
quality of its very soft water but also to a height- 
ened sensitivity regarding flavour and taste, 
which was already highly developed thanks to 
tea. One of the first bakeries to sell baguettes 
opened the café Our Daily Bread in 1930. And 
on a poster at the time, they wrote in French: 
"The best, most hygienically-made bread” 


Asin every city where there's a coffee culture, 
cit 


these cafés exist, first and for 


nost, to ma 
easier for people to meet one another and to fos- 


ter a sense of local community. Around the uni- 


versities 


у cafés selling delicious bread offer stu- 


dents somewhere to meet and debate, and serve 


as early morning retreats for men and wom 


workers in the business district... New food is 


npor- 
lives 


never adopted just on its own, it becomes 
tant once it’s firmly embedded in people 
and creates organic ties or symbols of life for 


communities. 
SEKIGUCHI RYOKO 


44 Picadilly 
wyes | t 


——" 
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So Re ant 


ond 


Enjoy a delicious selection of the highest quality 


Resturant зам Japanese food. 


3-4 Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LS 
Fri. 12:00-15:00 
17:30-22:30 
0 (ci 


tel. 020 7292 0767 
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EATING & DRINKING ЧІ 


A SPARKLING SAKE 
SENSATION 


HARUYO'S RECIPE 


RECIPE м IENTS 
1- Boil some water in a saucepan and cook the 

vermicelli for З minutes, Then drain. for 10 rolls) 
2. Chop the nira into 3-4 cm lengths. 
3- Slice the bamboo shoots and the mushrooms 10 harumaki wraps 

Into thin strips 3-4 cm in length 100 g thinly sliced pork 
4- Slice the pork into thin strips, add the soy | | ! teaspoon soy sauce 

sauce and the sake, then the flour. Mix well. 0 | 1 teaspoon sake 
Ба ПРОБЕ лука мака Роде У teaspoon cornstarch 


80 g shiitake mushrooms 
100 g bamboo shoots 
Ук bunch nira (Chinese chives) 
30 g vermicelli 
1 tablespoon soy sauce 
Y+ tablespoon sake 
1 teaspoon sugar 
1 teaspoon cornstarch + 2 teaspoons water 
1 tablespoon flour + 1 tablespoon water 
6- When it is golden-brown, add the vegetables oi 
and the vermicelli 
7- Add the soy sauce, sake and the sugar. Sim- 


mer gently. 
B- Міх the cornstarch with water and add. Tips: Harumaki wraps are available in Asian super- 
9- Remove from the heat and allow to cool. markets. If you can't find any, use pastry sheets. 


10 - Divide the mixture between the harumaki You can vary the ingredients by using carrot, 
wraps, roll them up and seal the edges with onion, sweet pepper, chicken, prawns, etc. It’s 
a mixture of flour and water. better to choose ingredients that are not too 
11 - Fry in oil at 170° for around 5 minutes. Drain — watery. 
well on kitchen towel and serve immediately. 


17 Half Moon St. Mayfair, 
London WI] 7BE 
Tet: 0207 499 4208 


www.kikurestaurant.co.uk 


http://shirakabegura-mio-jp/english 
— 


TAKARA SH CO, LTD. From JAPAN 
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A National Special Place of Scenic Beauty since 1953, the Sandankyo Ravine remains largely unspoilt. 


Sandankyo’s wild beauty 


Located less than an hour and a half 
from Hiroshima, those who love 
stunning scenery will be delighted. 


he cherry blossom has all blown away 
| for another year, but there are still plenty 
of reasons to be cheerful in Japan this 
month. The weather is warming up nicely after 
a long cold winter. Cascades of lilac wisteria 
have replaced sakura as blossom of the month, 


closely followed by the multicoloured masses of 


Bifio|apanesebakery's newest relea: 
ПАТОКИ ochi with red bean! 


Wagashi Japanese Bakery 

Unit 1C Connaught Business Centre 

6-14 Malham Rd London SE23 1AG 
salestiwagashi-uk.com 


18 ZOOM JAPAN number 71 May 2019 


azaleas, Plus we're entering the new Reiwa era 
(see Zoom Japan no. 70, April 2019). 
those living in the Hiroshima area, Sandankyo 
Ravine is finally open again for hiking after be 
snowbound for most of the winte: 


nd, for 


Sandankyo Ravine is Hiroshima's most spe 
tacular natural beauty site, and favourite hil 

trail. The 13-kilometres-path follows the Shi- 
wagi River, a tributary of the Ota River, through 
a primeval landscape of sheer cliffs, dense forests, 
and crashing waterfalls (Sandankyo means 


KATSU&TERI-YAKI 


че 


“three-tier waterfall gorge"). And this natural 
wonderland is just 70 kilometres northwest of 
Hiro-shima City asy day-tri 

Yet hardly anyone knew of S 


tence until 1910, when photographer МАКРО 


indankyo's exis- 


Kuma discovered it and introduced the site to 
the rest of the world. Since then, it has remained 
largely unspoilt. This is thanks to the protection 
it enjoys as part of the Nishi Chugoku Sanchi 
Quasi-National Park, and also to its status as a 


National Special Place of Scenic Beaut 


SPECIALIST in Angel 


3894111 www.tanakatsu 


. 125 one of only six ravines to be so desig- 
nated by the Japanese government. France's 
highly-respected Guide Bleu travel guide series 
awarded Sandankyo Ravine its highest rating of 
three stars, putting it on a par with Hiroshima's 
two World Heritage sites, Miyajima and the 
Atomic Bomb Dome. 

Spring, summer and autumn all have their own 
distinct appeal up here in the ravine. At this time 
of year, it’s full of the soft exuberance of spring, 
while high summer is a refreshing few degrees 
cooler than down in the sweltering city. In 
autumn, it’s at its most spectacular, as the trees 
put on their fabulous annual show of reds and 
yellows and golds. At that time, visitors are dis- 
gorged by the coachload and swarm along the 
narrow path. 

But now, in spring, the atmosphere is far more 
relaxed. You may even spot the fabled Japanese 
giant salamander. This indigenous amphibian 
grows up to 1.5 metres long, making it the sec- 
ond largest salamander in the world. And it loves 
to hang out in a fast-flowing rocky river envi- 
ronment like Sandankyo. 

First, however, if you're going by car from 
Hiroshima, it's well worth making a little detour 


to see the Ini Tanada rice terraces. They 


are in 


the picturesque area of Akiota, like Sandankyo. 
Ini Tanada is officially one of Japan's top 100 
traditional rice terraces. CNN Travel featured 
it in their list of Japan's 36 Most Beautiful 
Places. You'll see more than 320 terraced rice 
paddies, carved out of the hillside, and irrigated 
solely by mountain water. The oldest stone wall 
is said to date back some 500 years to the Muro- 
machi period (1336-1573). E: 


ofthe rice-growing season when the paddies are 


n if you visit out. 


just brown stubble, it's quite mesmerizing to 
sce the contours of the walls winding around 
the mountainside. 

At Sandankyo, 
restaurants awaits you, lending it the atmosphere 


broad street of little shops and 


of an old frontier town in the crisp mountain 


air. From there, you walk across the red bridge, 


TRAVEL 
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THE JAPANESE MARKETPLACE 


NOW OPEN 


WESTFIELD, SHEPHERD'S BUSH 


— 1MIN FROM WHITE CITY STATION — 


www.ichibalondon.com 
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0208354 3591 ©: party@kimonodego.com 


May 2019 number 71 ZOOM JAPAN 19 


Jegele Майо Cael or Zoom papan 


одеће Matn Cabo tr Zoom фр 


обући Matin Cibeto ки Zoom ppan 


TRAVEL 


The ravine is famous for its waterfalls 


past the charming Sandankyo Hotel (the ideal 
place to soak your weary muscles in the onsen 
оп the way back) and on to the start of the path 
which follows the river. Here, the river mellows 
into a deep calm pool where you'll see people in 
rental canoes, the bright pink and blue craft 
adding a splash of colour amid the foliage 

Soon the river narrows as it winds and rushes 
and splashes over ancient boulders. The path is 
flanked on one side by a rocky drop down to 
the river and a steep, impenetrable forest on the 
other. But it's not an arduous hike, which means 
that it's popular with people of all kinds and 


— serious hikers in sensible clothes, elderly 
ladies with bells on their backpacks, families 
with kids, and groups of workers in designer 
sportswear. 

As you walk on, the riverbed flattens out, and 
the waters become calmer. Waterfalls cascade 


down the mountainside into limpid pools of 


To get to the other side of the river, think about taking the “ferry” to Kurofuchi emerald green, overhung with pine trees. Some 
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of the ravine's most famous beauty spots are 
around here, all with evocative names like Tatsu 
no Kuchi (Dragon Mouth Torrent), or Shi- 
maidaki (Sister Falls — two parallel waterfalls). 
After an hour or so, depending on how often 
you stop to take photos or just gaze in wonder 
at the idyllic landscape, you come to the board- 
ing point for the ferryboat. The ride only takes 
a few minutes, but it’s well worth the 500 yen 
(£3.50) round trip. The two ferries аге long flat 
bottomed craft, sitting low in the water. 
Although they have outboard motors, these are 
seldom used so as not to disturb the serenity of 
the surroundings. Instead, a cheerful pilot in a 
green happi coat uses а long bamboo pole to 
punt the boat round the bends in the river, past 


sheer rock walls where tenacious trees cling, 
apparently rooted in the rock itself. The close 
proximity of the tranquil water and towering 
canyon walls induces a dreamy sense of well- 
being, making it the perfect way to get your daily 
dose of wonder. 

The ride is over far too soon, and you disembark 
at a point called Kurofuchi (Black Abyss) 
Despite the grim name, this little outpost of 
civilisation is an enchanting spot, dominated 
by Kurofuchi-so — a rustic teahouse, which, after 
all your exertions, looks like the restaurant at 
the end of the universe. Most passengers from 
the boat head straight for the entrance, anxious 
for their fill of scrumptious udon noodles and 
тизифі rice balls 

Outside the teahouse, ayu (sweetfish) freshly 
caught from the river below are grilling over an 
open fire. Alongside the fire stands a large glass 
r 


ik. You get closer to find out what's inside and 


stare in disbelief at what you see: a pair of Japan- 
ese giant salamanders. Looking like catfish with 
legs, and a big head that's nearly all mouth, they 
are two of the oddest 
They are adorably cute, in an ugly sort of way. 
The poor things look bored, like most captive 
animals do. Yet one can't help but feel grateful 
for the chance to see such primordial creatures. 


nimals you'll ever see. 


TRAVEL 


After all, spotting one in the wild is about as 
likely as meeting а platypus in Harajuku. 

Kurofuchi is far enough for many day-trippers. 
Once they ve finished their noodles, they line 


up to take the ferry boat back. Alternatively, you 


can walk across the hanging bridge, which sways 
gently in the breeze, back to the path on the. 
other side of the canyon. But if you still have 
time and energy, there's still plenty to sce, includ- 
ing the thre 
its name. You can also take another boat ride, 
through the narrow passage known as Sarutobi, 
where the steep dark can 


r waterfall that gives Sandankyo 


on walls are barely 2 


metres apart. The entire trail, ending at Hijiri 
Lake, can take up to 5 hours each way. 

‘The wonderful thing about Sandankyo is that 
however remote and inaccessible it sounds, you 
can catch a bus from the Bus Centre in the cen- 


As well as udon, hikers can enjoy delicious freshly-caught fish 


tre of Hiroshima that will drop you right by the 

front gate. Just make sure you don't miss the 
bus – there's only опе express bus a day! 

Steve JOHN РОМЕЦ. 

& ANGELES Marin CABELLO 


HOW TO GET THERE 


the express bus leaves from 
platform 7 at Hiroshima Bus Centre (3rd floor 
of SOGO Department Store). Buy your ticket 
at the window. It costs 1,400 yen (£9.80), one 
way, and leaves at 08.00. Travelling time: 
around 80 minutes. 

When to go: from the end of April to the end 
of November. 

Accommodation: Sandankyo Hotel 
postmaster@sandankyo.co.jp 

tel: +81-(0)826-28-2308 
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NIHONGO 


LANGUAGE Let’s nihonGO! 


Hello there! This column will include 
useful Japanese phrases that cover a 
variety of topics. 


onnichiwa, Mina-san! (Hello, everyone!) 
К: I first opened a work e-mail and 
saw the phrase “I hope this email finds 

you well”, I racked my brain trying to work out 
what it meant, while translating it directly into 
Japanese and feeling completely confused. Dif- 
ferent countries have their own expressions and 
set phrases. For example, when you meet your 
friends and colleagues and say “how are you?” or 
"how was your weekend?” I find it really interest- 
ing, because in Japan we don't have thar custom. 


So! Here's challenge for you to try: in the two 
conversations below, try to work out the mean- 
ing of the parts in Japanese. 


»Situation 1: 
A is new to the office and is introducing himself 
to his colleague B. 


A: How do you do. My name is A. I will be 
working in the London office from today. 
Yoroshiku onegai shimasu. 

В: I'm B. Yoroshiku onegai sbimasu. 


Situation 2: 
One day in the office, A is talking to the Buchoo 
(director of the department). 


А: Buchoo, I have completed the documents 
you asked for, could you have a look at them? 
Yoroshiku onegai shimasu. 

B: Great, thanks. Ill look through these later. 


So what do you think? “Yoroshiku onegai shi- 
masu” is a phrase you will use and hear every day 


if you work in a Japanese office, but how did you 
translate it into English? Well, lots of you are 
probably surprised that the same phrase, 
"Yoroshiku onegai shimasu", can be used in two 
completely different situations like above. Actu- 
ally there are lots of phrases in Japanese which 
you can use in lots of different situations, so I'll 
introduce a few. 


Workplace phrases 


Examples 


TALC BML ET 


Yoroshiku onegai shimasu 
(Literal translation: 1 am asking for kindness.) 


Nice to meet you. 
I'm looking forward to working with you. 
Thank you 

Thank you in advance. 

1 appreciate your help. 

Best regards. 


BiB OTHE 
Osewa ni natte imasu 
(Literal translation: You are always taking care of me.) 


Thank you for your continued support. 
1 hope this email finds you well. 
Thank you for your email. 

Thank you for everything. 


СТАО 
Otsukaresama desu/deshita 
(Literal translation: You are tired / You were tired.) 


+ Thank you for your hard work, 
+ Sce you! 
* Hello. / How are you? 


Don't you think these phrases that you can use 
in a variety of situations are useful? Because there 
are multiple meanings based on context, it is dif- 
ficult to translate them differently and also 
difficult to convey the nuances in English... for 
example, “Otsukaresama desu/deshita” (you are 
tired / you were tired) – by changing “desu” (pre- 
sent) to "desbita" (past), you can change the 
meaning of the phrase from “hello” to "see you”. 
Isn't chat interesting? And like with phrases such 
as *Yoroshiku” ог “Otsukare (sama)", where you 
take away the polite ending form of the phrase, 
you can change the register so these phrases can 
be used with your friends or colleagues, so why 


not try them out? 
Thope you read the column next month! Until 
then, Yorosbiku onegai shimasu! 


Sayoonara, Jaa mata! 
24585. UPHEK! 
(Goodbye, see you!) 
MARIKA.H 


‘Check out this video: 
https://a2.marugotoweb.jp/en/challenge - 
drama/example/?id=7 
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Don't miss out! 
Cooking demonstration show & yummy tasting food for the audience. 
12th & 14th July at Hyper theatre. 


Did you know “Sozai" has 2 meanings? 


[ЗЕМ ] ingredients, material, talent. 
- We make the most of original taste of ingredients. 
Fancy Joining our team to shine your talent? 
[ RUSE ] everyday dishes, side dishes. 
- We make the authentic Japanese food. 
Our mission is to spread Japanese food love! 


12-14 July 2019 
OLYMPIA LONDON 


< Ж 
= 10) E 


Ad _ | 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
https://hyperjapan.co.uk 


Villagers in the upper reaches of China’s Yangtze River once depended on 
the “Sky Cradle” gondola to cross a deep canyon, though now they have a 
bridge. The program documents tradition encountering change. 
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